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Every Kingdom divided againſt its ſelf is 
"EA brought to Deſolation. 


— 


HE SE Words being nothing elſe but a 
Maxim founded upon Humane Reaſon 
and Obſervation, as well as approved of 
by our Saviour Divine Wiſdom; I thall ' 
not need to trouble you with any Enquiry into 
the Occaſion that was here given for the Uſe of 
them. It is enough that they carry a compleat 
Senſe in Themſelves; and have, God knows, but 
too plain a Relation to the mournful Solemnity of 
this Day. | = EG 
Wx are now Aſſembled to Commemorate the 
Murder of a great and good Prince, cut off by the 
Hands of his Own People: To Conſider the Riſe, 
the Progreſs, and Conſummation, of ſo Unparallel'd 
a Villany: And at once both to expreſs our unfeigned 
Deteſtation of what thoſe Wicked Men, the Authors, 
and Executioners, of this accurſed Fact. heretofore 
did; and to Guard our Selves by the Conſideration 
of what was then Done, from ever being drawn in- 
to the like Crime. And, in order hereunto, I know 
not how I could better contribute my Part, than by | 
Reaſoning with you Don the /ords before us. The | 
plain Import of which is this: That Factions, and 
Diviſions, in any Kingdom, are the readieſt Means || 
to bring it to Deſolation; and unleſs a timely Stop |! 
be pur to them, will be but too likely to ruin and | 
deſtroy it. This was the Caſe in our Own Unna- |} 
tural Civil War; the reſult of which we are now | 
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— 


met to Bewail. Fears and Jealouſies divided our 
Minds, and raiſed our Animoſities againſt One An- 


other. Party, and Private Intereſt, kept them up, 


and Increaſed them: Till at laſt the Fire broke out 


with an irreſiſtible Violence; and brought all to Ruin 


and Confuſion. Deſtruction, and Deſolation, en- 


compaſs d us on every fide: Our Church was laid 
_ waſte; Our Monarchy ſubverted; and our Royal 


Sovereign, the Guardian of Both, was brought to 


Execution. Inſtead of a King and Parliament, we 


had neither Ring, nor Parliament, left us; but the 
Scandalous Remainder of the One, and I know not 
what Sort of Goyernour, under the name of a Pro- 
tector, for the Other, Ruled, or rather Domineer'd, 
over us : Till finally being wearied with our Own 
Changes, and always for the Worſe; it pleaſed God 
by a Miracle of Mercy to bring Us back again to that 
Orderly Eſtate, from which we had ſo long, and un- 
happily, departed. 3 

SUCH was the fatal Effect of our mutual Conten- 
tions! And ſo fully was the Truth of our Text ac- 
compliſh'd, to our Preſent Ruine, and to our Laſting | 


| Reproach ; that Every Kingdom divided againſt it 


ſelf; is brought to Deſolation. 

' For the better clearing of which Remark, and 
that I may in ſome meaſure anſwer the Deſign of the 
Preſent Solemnity ; Iwill in the following Diſcourle, 


= Firſt; Conſider the Truth of this Maxim, in the 
þ 


General Ground, and Reaſon, of it. And, 
Secondly; As I proceed, will apply the Obſerva- 
tions I ſhall have Occaſion to inſiſt upon, to our 
Own Troubles, and Confuſions; and ſo bring 
them home to the unhappy Subject, and Buſi- 
neſs, of this Day. e e 
Fo ſhew, in the General, how natural a Ten- 
t e eee 
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dency Factions and Diviſions are apt to have, to ex- 
poſe a Kingdom, or People, to Deſtruction; I muſt 
obſerve, that the Ruin of ſuch Societies may proceed 
from a Two- fold Cauſe; Either from the Force, and 
Violence, of a Foreign Enemy; or from its Own 
Tumults and Contentions within it ſelf. The latter 
of which tho' it be, alone, ſnfficient to Overthrow  ! 
any Nation, as our own Experience has abundantly | 
ſhewn ; does yet often give Occaſion to the Former | 
alſo : Whilſt the Oppoſite Parties at Home, not on- 

ly divide the Counſels that ſhould be taken, and de- 
feat the Preparations that ſhould be made, roOppolſe | 
the Common Enemy, but ſometimes actually invite 
him in; and help Him to Gain that Conqueſt of 
their Own Countrey, which He could never have 
been able any Otherwiſe to Accompliſh. | l 
Bur this is not that which I am now to inſiſt up- || 
an: The Deſolation J am, at preſent, to Conſider, 
is that which proceeds from the /xward Subverſion 
of the State and Government. And what a fatal 
Aptitude Factions, and Diviſions; have to procure 
this; and how effectually thoſe of our Own Countrey, 
in the Laſt Age, did Accompliſh it; I come now par- 
ticularly to ew. 

, Ir is agreed by All who have ever conſider'd theſe 
Matters with any Care, or Knowledge; that the 
Peace and Profperity of a Kingdom are then the 
beſt promoted, and moſt firmly Eſtabliſhed, when 
there is a right Underſtanding between the Prince, 
and People : When They are Both united in one 
Common Intereſt ; and not only Aim at the fame 
End, but agree in the fame Meaſures to accompliſh 
that End. As, on the other hand; If at any time 
it falls out, whether by Deſign, or by Miſtake ; by 
the Folly of Some, or the Cunning of Others, that 
c this 


N 


this Good Underſtanding is Impair d; So that either 
the Prince grows Jealous of the Affections, or Inten- 


Both did ſo. 1 
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tions, of his People; Or the People become Intoxi- 
cated with Fears and Apprehenſions, of the Power, 
or Proceedings, of their Prince: If theſe Diffidences 


ariſe fo high as to produce an utter Diſtruſt between 


Them; and, in conſequence thereof, They are Both 
made Uneaſie with One Another: If, laſtly, by 
theſe Means They come to have their Different Ends, 
inſtead of mutually Uniting in the ſame Common 
End, the Publick Good; So that what the One, the 


moſt rationally deſires, and moſt induſtriouſſy pur- 


ſues, is for that For Reaſon Oppoſed, and Obſtruct- 
ed by the Other: It is obvious to diſcern that this 


muſt not only weaken the Strength of ſuch a King- 


dom, bur lay the Foundation of worſer Evils; and, 
unleſs ſome ſpeedy Remedy be provided, will bring 


It to Ruin; and Confuſion. 


LEr me for the Truth of theſe Remarks appeal to 


the Hiſtory of our Own Countrey. Ir is well known 


what powerful Enemies this Nation had at the be- 


ginning of the Reformation: When the Malice and 


Policy of Rome; the Arms of Spain; and the A- 
betters of another Title to the Crown of England, 
were all combined againſt Us. Nor did there want 
2 Malignant Party within, to favour the Cauſe, and 


\; | promote the Intereſt, of the Enemy without. And 
i 7 how invincibly did We then ſtand, by the 
BY 


eſſing of God, againſt all their Artempts ? Whilſt 
the Court, and the Countrey; the Queen and the 
People, kept up a conſtant good Underſtanding 
with one another: And as They did Both truly pur- 


; | ſue the Publick Welfare, ſo They Both had an entire 
Opinion of, and Confidence in each Other, that 


Ws 
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Tus was the Felicity of that Neigu; che Honour 
of Our Countrey; the Wonder of Europe; and the 
Diſappointment, and Confuſion of all Our Enemies. 
It made Our Queen, and Our Nation, reverenced 


in thoſe Days; and will continue to render their 
berry and Happineſs, the Praiſe, and Admirati- 
on of All that ſhall hereafter read the Hiſtory of their 
Conduct. 5 : 
ON the contrary; Never was any People more 
happy, or ſecure, than We of this Kingdom were, 
for ſeveral Years, under the Government of the 
Royal Martyr of this Day. We enjoy'd a conſtant 
Peace and Tranquillity Abroad; and We grew wanton 
in our Riches, and our Vices too, at Home. ' Plenty 
and Proſperity flow'd in upon Us on every fide. 
Such was Our State, that ſcarce any thing could have 


hurt Us but our Own Quarrels. And yet, How did 
ſome little Miſunderſtandings, which at firſt might 


eaſily have been removed, alienate the Affections of ] 


Many from the Government, and give Them Op- 
portunity to Poiſon the Minds of More, in all Parts 
of the Realm ? Into what Streights, and Difficul- 
ties, did this bring Us? Whilſt firſt the King was 
conſtrained to exerciſe ſome Arbitrary, and Offen- 
ſive, Acts of Power to ſupport his Wants; and theſe | 

were ſo ſucceſsfully magnified, and improved anong 
the People, by Men of Factious and Unquiet Spirits, 
that the Hearts of Both became every Day more 
Eſtranged from One Another. Thus all things went 
on to greater, and more dangerous Diviſions; and 
at length broke out into an Open War: And ended 
not but in the Murder of the King; the Deſtruction 
of many Thouſands of the — 1 the Ruin of our 
Government both in Church and State; and the 
Shame and Reproach of the whole Kingdom. 


Bur 
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Bur not to reſt in theſe General Reflections; but 
to come to a more Diſtinct, and Particular Proof of 
the Truth of my Text. To ſecure the Peace, and 
Happineſs, ofany Kingdom, theſe Four things ſeem 
neceſſarily require 8 N 
1ſt. That Thoſe who are advanced by the Prince 
to any Places of Publick Truſt, ſhould be com- 
- Ppetently qualified for the Diſcharge of the Du. 
ties of Them. e ö 
2dly. That They ſhould manage themſelves im. 
partially, in their ſeveral Places, for the Pub- 
tick Good. 
34ly. That Thoſe who ſhall from time to time be 
Choſen by the People, to Aid, and Adviſethe 
Prince, in the Great and Difficult Affairs of 
the Realm; ſhould be ſuch as may be both Ca- 
pable of diſtharging the Great Truſt repoſed in 
them, and Litely ſo to Do. 3 
4thly. That the People ſhould be generally dif- 
poſed to Love and Obey their Prince; to ap- 
prove of his Proceedings; and be ready to 
help and aſſiſt him in all things that tend to the 
Common Welfare. 


* 


Tusk are ſuch things without which no King- 


dom can long ſtand ; nor any Nation be either Qui- 


et, or Secure. If therefore Diviſiaus in any State, 


will be evermore apt to interrupt Theſe : If inſtead 


of prompting Men to do thoſe things, in their ſeve- 


ral Places, and Stations, which tend to the Publick 
Good, they will racher diſpoſe them to act quite 
contrary thereunto : It muſt then follow, that They 


are the ready Means to bring a Kingdom to Deſola- 


tion; and that where the One prevail, the Other 
cannot long ſtand. 5 I 
1/t. T o iccurc the Peace, and Happineſs of any 

4. þo Peg- 
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People, it is requiſite That Thoſe who are ad- © 


*« vanced by the Prince to any Places of Truſt, 


„ and Authority, in the Government , ſhould be 


„ competently de for the . of them : 
Becauſe upon Theſe the good, or bad, Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Publick Policy will depend; and as They 
are duly qualified, or not, to Adviſe and Act, to 


the Great Affairs of State, with which they are en- 


ſteddily; Or elſe be raſhly, and unjuſtly, and un- 
ſteddily, carry d on. And what a powerful Influence 
this muſt have upon the Peace, and Welfare, of the 
Society, eyery Man's Reaſon will tell Him; and 
there are but very Few, whoſe own Obſervation 
muſt not haye, either way, Confirmed it to Them. 
PRIN CES, how Glorious ſoever they may ap- 
pear, are yet but Men. They can neither be every 


truſted, will either proceed wiſely, and juſtly, and 


where Preſent to See, and Order, their Own Affairs * 


Nor are They able, alone, to Tranſat even that 
part of Them, which the moſt nearly belongs to 
Themſelves to take care of. They muſt therefore 
have ſome Others both to Adviſe, and Aſſiſt, Them, 
They muſt Hear with Other Mens Ears; and See 
with Other Mens Eyes; and Act by Other Mens 
Hands. Their very Juſtice its ſelf muſt be diſpenſed 
by Other Perſons: And upon the wiſe, and well 
doing of all this, the Happineſs, or Miſery, of a whole 
Kingdom depends. 


Ir is therefore a Matter of the utmoſt Conſequence 


to the Publick Welfare both of the Prince and People, 
what Perſons are employ'd in the Great Affairs of 
State. That they 
ence; of Knowledge and Capacity ; of Induſtry and 
Integrity ;- of Virtue and Sobricty ; bur, aboye all, 
of ſtrict Juſtice and Honeſty. That they be "oo irow 

A | B X Pri O, 


be Men of Wiſdom and Experi- 
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Pride, and Hating Covetouſneſs; and Uncapable of 
being either bribed, or byaſs d, to do a wicked Thing. 


—— 2 — —————— — — — — ” 


_ Sucn a Miniſtry as this will render a Prince 

Great, and a Kingdom Happy. But if inſtead of 
theſe Endowments Men are taken into Places of 
Truſt and Power, not for Merit, but for Favour; 
Not becaule They are either Fit for Them, or will 
be likely to do any Good in Them, but becauſe They 
may be Uſeful to Thoſe who promote Them: If 
Strife aud Faction be made the Standard of Worth 
and Capacity; and it be not ſo much conſider'd who 
is beſt Qualitied to do the Publick Service, - as who 
will be moſt proper to carry on ſome other private, 
and ſiniſter, Deſigns; it is evident that both the 
Prince, and People, muſt ſuffer by their Means : 
And the whole Nation be in Danger of coming to 
Deſolation, thro' the Weaknels, or Wickedneſs, of 
Thoſe who have the Management of its Great Af 
fairs Committed to Them. 

Now this will generally be the Effect of Divi- 
ſions in any Kingdom. I ſpeak not here of ſuch Di- 
Di ſions in which the Safety of the Government it 
ſelf is concern'd; And Men are Grown to ſuch a 
Pitch of Inſolence, as to dare openly to diſpute the 
Prince's Authority, and to do what in Them lies to 
deſtroy both their King, and their Countrey. Such 
Perſons as theſe, be their Capacities in Other Re- 
ſpects what they will, are ſo far from being fit to be 
cntruſted with, or employ'd in, the Publick Affairs of 
State, that ir would be a Treachery of the higheſt 
kind to afford any Countenance to Them; much 
more to put any Power into their Hands. The D. 
Vviſiaus I mean are of a leſſer kind: Such as may ariſe, 
and too often have done ſo, among Thoſe who live 
under the ſame Government, and equally ge in 
| WY. e their 
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their Obligations to ſubmit to, and ſupport it. And 
how fat ſuch *D:vi/cons, if they riſe up to any heighth, 
will be apt to influence the Choice. of Thoſe who | | 
are to adminiſter the Great Affairs of the Realm, and 
by that means turn to the Publick Detriment, the | 
Experience of all Ages, and Countries, has too plain- 
ly ſhewn. | FE | 
Ir is but a little way that the Perſonal Knowledge 

of the wiſeſt Princes can Go in the Judgment, and 
Choice, of their Miniſters. Their Station, and Cha- 
racter, which affords them ſo many Advantages in 
other Reſpects, debars them of that Freedom of Con- 
verſation, and thoſe Opportunities of Tryal, with- 
out which it is almoſt impoſſible to judge of Mens 
Abilities, and Integrity. Even Thoſe whom They 
admit into their Preſence, are under ſuch a Caution 
and Reſtraint before Them, that it is Difficult from 
their Carriage, or Diſcourſe with Them, to determine 
what their real Temper, or Diſpoſition, or, it may | 
be, their very Principles, are. : . | 
TAE muſt therefore, in this great Affair, depend 
upon the Report of Thoſe who are about Them; 
and chuſe their Miniſters by other Mens Judgment 
more than their Own. If therefore thoſe who have 
the Recommending of Such as are to ſerve the Pub- 
lick committed ro Them, be engaged in any Par- 
ties, or Deſigns, different from the Common Wel- 
fare of their King and Countrey, Themſelves ; If | 
They have an undue Affection for, or a Private In- 
tereſt to ſerve by, One Sort of Men, rather than An- 
other; and want that Generoſity of Spirit which | 
ſhould prompt Them to conſider the Publick Safety ! 
more than their Own; tis plain that the Govern- 
ment inſtcad of being equally inclined towards the | 


whole Body of the People, will be reſtrained tothat 
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Part of it which has the good Fortune to be favoured 


by Thoſe upon whom the Prince relies; and that 


All others will be ſhut out as Uſeleſs, if not dange- 
rous, and diſaffected. „ 
AxD what an unhappy Influence this wil! be 
likely to have upon the Peace and Eſtabliſhment of 
any Kingdom, +I ſhall not need to ſay. When once 


a Nation becomes jealous of its Governours, and ac- 
cording to an unhappy modern Diſtinction , the 
Court is look'd upon to have One Intereſt, and the 


Countrey Another; How is it poſſible that Affairs 
ſhould proceed ſmoothly and vigorouſly for the Com- 
mon Good of Both? This muſt clog the Wheels of 
Action, and cauſe the Publick Buſineſs to go on with 
Struggle and Difficulty. There will be Art, and In- 
duſtry, uſed on Both Sides, to defeat One Another's 
Deſigns: And this will widen the Breach, and raile 


the Animoſitics to a greater heighth. Every Mif- 


carriage in the Adminiſtration of Affairs (and in ſuch 
Circumſtances it can hardly fail but that Miſcarriages 
there will be) will give Occaſion to new Diſcon- 


tents: And whenceſoever they really proceed, each 


Side will be ſure to impute Them to the Fault, or 
Frowardneſs, of the Other. 

T uus it was under that unfortunate P7znce whole 
Tragedy we now lament. The Chief Managers of 
his Affairs (whether juſtly, or not, it becomes not 
me to determine) were either by their Own Im- 
prudence, or through the Artifice of Others, look d 
upon as Enemies of the People. His Parkaments, 
which were aſſembled for other Purpoſes, made the 
Proſecution of their real, or pretended, Crimes, the 
main buſineſs of their Debates: And the Mzn:/ters, 
in Requiral, ſoon found means to get rid of thoſe 
Parliaments ; and by degrees to Govern attogether 

8 7 5 Without 
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tvithout Them. And when at laſt, after twelve 
| Years Interruption, the Affairs of the Realm necef. 
ſarily required their Renewal; and, to fatisfic their { 
Demands, th (hiefeſt Miniſters were not only Re-. 
moved, but ſome of Them were Sacrificed to their 
KReſentments ; and Others of a different Stamp were 
taken into their Places; yet even They ſo managed 
Themſelves as to ſhew that They had more concern 
to gratifie a Party, than to purſue either the King's, 
or the Kingdom's, Peace : Till finally the Principal 
of Them not only tooł up Arms againſt their Own 
Maſter, but Headed Thoſe who began the Rebel- 
lion againſt Him. To ſpeak more particularly in ſo 
Nice a Matter, might perhaps be offenſive, but I 
am ſure *ris Needlels. Their Characters, and their 
Actions, are at large Recorded in the hate noble Hi- 
flory of thoſe Times: A Monument more durable 
than if They had been engraven in Braſs, or Marble. 
There the preſent Age may read, and Poſterity will 
ſee, how baſely They firſt betray'd, and then de- 
ſerted, their Royal Sovereign; whole Domeſtic Ser- 
yants they were: And by their Private Deſigns and 
Animoſities began thoſe Troubles, which at laft 
brought his Sacred Head to the Block. But, 
244% To Eſtabliſh the Peace and Tranquillity 
of any People, there ſhoald be not only ſuch a 
«© Care taken, as I have now ſhewn, of the Choice 
* of Thoſe who are to be admitted into any Places 
% Truſt in the State; but They who are Called 
to ſuch Places, ſhould be no leſs ſollicitous to a- 
nage themſelves. Impartially in Them, for the 
- *© Pyblick Good. Without this, the better quali- 
fied any fuch Perſons are for Parts and Abilities, the 
| more dangerous they will be to the Common Wel- 
fare; and the more Capable of doing Miſchief : 
Whilſt 


La 
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Whilſt their Cunning, and Policy, ſuggeſt to Them 
the moſt ſubtle Ways of promoting their Own Un- 
wWouarrantable Deſigns; and their Intereſt, and Au- 
thbority, furniſh them both with Mean and Inſtru- 
ments, to Accompliſh whatſoever they Project, or 
I: Deſire. \ 
Ss THERE is nothing more Ominous to any State, 
than a Set of wicked Achitophels at the Head 
| of its Affairs: Whoſe Credit, and Policy, whole 
Thoughts and Contrivances, tend not ſo much to 
the Peace and Proſperity of their Prince, or Coun- 
ttrey, as how to purſue their Own Intereſts, or Re- 
ſentments. And yet where Diviſious ariſe. to an 
undue Height in any Kingdom, this will be more or 
leſs the Reſult of Them. Whether the Government 
' leans generally One way, and the People Another; 
Or whether the ſeyeral Parties ſtruggle pretty E- 
qually in Both ; Thoſe who are in Authority will, 
in either Caſe, have Many to Envy their Greatneſs, 
and to Cenlure their Conduct; to Undermine them 
in their Intereſt, and, if it be poſſible, to bring 
them down from their Power, and Dignity. Now 
this will naturally Engage Them in ſuch Meaſures as 
may be moſt likely to Support Themlelyes, tho” to 
the Detriment of the Publick. Inſtead of minding 
what may beſt advanœ the Welfare of the Realm, 
their Buſineſs will be to gain ſome Perſons, to Dil- 
credit Others; to Ralle Theſe, and to Depreſs 
Thoſe. For this They muſt Strengthen One Sort 
of Men ; muſt Weaken Another; .as their Own Pri- 
vate Safety ſhall Require: And to this all other 
Conſiderations, tho' of never ſo much Importance 
to the Publick Good, will be likely to be Sacrificed 
by Them. 3 3 
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T uIsõ was another Ground of thoſe Civil Confu- 
ſions which brought on the deteſtable Parricide of 
this Day. Qur Affairs abroad, in the Beginning of 
the Reign of our Royal Martyr, made it neces: f 
for Him to Aſſemble ſeveral Parliaments One after 
Another. Theſe were Warm againſt the Chief Ma. 
nagers at Court, aud that not altogether without 
- Reaſon, as the Honourable Relator of thoſe Matters 
informs Us. To ſecure Themſelves againſt their 
Purſuits, ſeveral Parlzaments were Diffotved; and 
a Reſolution ſeemed to be taken of not holding any *} 
more, Thoſe who had acted with any remarkable 
Vigour in Parliament, or Oppoled their too Arbi- 
trary Proceedings out of it, were Impriion'd, and 
Diſgraced. To ſupply their Maſter's Needs, with- 
out Danger to themſelves, ſeveral extraordinary Me- 
thode were ſet on Foot for Jeuying Money, and | 
Judges prepared to give Conntenance to Them. 
This raiſed new Diſcontents in the People; and 
thoſe brought on ſome dangerous Proceedings in the 
Court, to Quiet and Suppreſs Them. In the 
Court, as well as in the Kingdom, ſeveral Oppoſite 
Parties ſtrove againſt Each Other; and every One 
thought more how to Supprels its Oppoſite, than 
how to Promote the Common Welfare. Thus they 
went on from Leſſer Animoſities, to Greater and 
Incurable Diviſions: And never ſtopp'd till they 


c Bee 


. 


9 


1 


8 came to an Open Hoſtility; and Sacrificed thjge 
t King, the Church, and even the Monarchy itfelf, 
i to their Own private Quarrels, and Reſentments. 


r THIS therefore was the next Step, towards the 

C Murther of the Royal Martyr: And when Partics, 

d and Diviſions, prevail in any Kingdom, it is much 
to be feared that ſomewhat like this will be but too 
apt to become the Reſult of Them, unleſs a Tg: 
| able 
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able Stop be put to them. But I muſt proceed yet 
father. For, | 


| 34%. »In all fach States, where, by the Conſti- 
f *© Futzon of the Government the People have 4 
0 | Share in the Legiſlature, and muſt be Called in 
to Aft, and Adviſe the King, in the Great Af. 
* fairs of the Realm; it is Evident, that to Se- 
dure the Peace, and Proſperity, of the Kingdom, 
| © Thoſe who are Choſen to Act as their Re- 
' * preſentatives, ſhould be Men of Uprightneſs 
| -< and Integrity; of Prudence and Impartiality ; 
' © of Temper and Moderation: Such as will be like. 
ly ſeriouſly to Conſider the Iutereſt of the Na- 
ion; and conſtantly to purſue what may make 
AI for the laſting Quiet, and Eſtabliſhment of it. 
if IV Thele as the higheſt Truſt is repoſed, ſo the 
i Publick Happineſs muſt, for that reaſon, depend ve- 
ry much upon their wile Conduct of Themſelves, in 
18 the Great Affairs that are to be tranſacted by Them. 
5 All Others, the Prince Himſelf not excepted, Act 
within the Limits of the Laws Eſtabliſh'd. They can 
do nothing at all; or Nothing that will be of any 
Legal force, which Thoſe Laws do not warrant. But 
to this Council, acting with the Prince at the Head 
of it, the very Laws Themſelves are ſubjeck. They 
can Alter, or Repeal Them ; Enlarge their Power, 
or limit their Extent, as ſhall ſeem good to Them. 
Here then it is that the Nation is Capable of being 
the moſt ſenſibly affected; and to have more Good, 
or Harm, done it, than by any other Court, or Coun- 
cil, beſides. a ; | 
IT is therefore a Matter of the utmoſt Importance 
to the publick Peace and Welfare, that this Great 
Aſſembly ſhould be well and wiſely Conſtituted. And 
yet when Dvi/iens abound in any K . is 
| _—_ carce 
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from Spreading their Contagion into that Council 
which is to be formed out of Thoſe very Perſons 


who are ſo Divided. Every Party, and Faction, 


will ſtrive to encreaſe the Number of their Own 
Friends in it: And Thoſe, on every Side, be thought 
the fitteſt to be ſent to it, not who are the moſt Wiſe, 


or Upright, or Moderate, or Peaceable; but who will 


be the moſt forward to ſtickle for their ſeveral parti- 
cular Intereſts; and to be the moſt Warm, and Im- 
PRO. againſt all that Oppoſe Them. And when 
uch Perſons meet together, They will bring theſe 
Impreſſions along with Them; and Act more ac- 
cording to fuch Meaſures as their Own Friends, or 
Party, or Private Intereſts, require, than to Thoſe 
which make for the Publick Good. | 
How fatal this effect of our Own Diviſions was 
in the Reign of our Royal Martyr, both to the Wel- 
fare of our Realm, and the Life of that Great Prince, 


I ſhall not need to inform you. It is well known 
| that here the Fire was kindled which in a few Years 
| conſumed the whole Kingdom. I cannot indeed fay 
that the Parliament began the War, becaule it is 


certain a good part of the Parliament had left Both 
the Houſes when the War began. But the Heats, and 
Animoſities; the New Principles both of Law and 
Policy, which were Countenanced, and ſent abroad 
by Thoſe who ſtill Called Themſelves by that Name, 
and at the beginning had undoubtedly a right to it, 
Inflamed the Nation; Widen'd our Breaches ; and 
prepared all Things for that unjuſtifyable War, into 
which the Remainder of it, under the Title of the 
Parliament , openly enter'd ; and maintain'd by 
Force, and Violence, againſt their King. | 
THERE is yet One thing remaining, without which 
> 6. chough 
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ſcarce to be imagined how they can be prevented 
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though Diviſions may do much; yet they cannot 
finiſn their Work; nor reduce a Kingdom to utter 


Deſolation. For, | 

4thly. * Whilſt the Body of the People are well 
* diſpoſed ; whilſt They Love their Governonurs, 
and deſire to live peaceably under Them in all 
* Godlineſs and Honeſty ; tho' an Ill Miniſtry, and 
Divided Intereſts, and Affections, in a Realm, may 
very much diſorder the State of it, yet They can- 
not bring things to that Extremity of which we 


5 


are now ſpeaking”. But alas! How can this be 
expected when a Kingdom is divided againſt it ſelf; 
and the Whole, or the Greater Part of the People, are 
drawn into the Quarrel, and engaged on One fide, 
or Other, in it? We all know how caly the Populacy 
are to be managed; and with what dexterity Cunning 
Men do ſometimes ſeduce Them, without all Reaſon, 
to follow Thoſe whom They have ſet up to lead 
Them. Liberty and Property, but much more Con- 
ſcience, and Religion, are ſuch powerful Motives, 
and have ſuch a Weight with them, that the very 


pretence of Them is enough to perſuade whole Mul- 


titudes to Do any thing for the Sake of them. And 
when once theſe come to be repreſented not as They 
ought to be, but as it is for the intereſt, and adyan- 
tage, of Deſigning Men to do it; What can be ex- 

ected but that the Body of the People ſhould be 


led; and become Zealous, and even Furious, 
They know not Why: And perhaps at length Sacrifice 


that very Liberty, and Property, Conſcience and Re- 
ligion, u hich they were ſo earneſt to preſerve, to their 


Own unreaſonable Fears, or Reſentments. 
Tus it was in Our Czvz/ War; and by this We 


came up to that Heighth of Wickedneſs, and Miſe- 


I which we new in our cooter Hours, fo j aſtly be 
| * W 21 
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wail and condemn. Some etraordinat, and perhaps 
arbitrary Proceedings, there had been in the Ad. 
miniſtration of the Civil Government : And, in the 
buſineſs of Religion, Matters were carried tho' with 
a well meant Zeal, yet (the Difficulties of the Time, 
and Tempers of Men, Conſider'd) to an Imprudent, 
if not an Immoderate Heighth. On the One ſide 
DPopery, or rather Papiſts, and Armiuianiſin; High 
Conformity, and Exorbitant Principles of Power, 

and. Obedience, were favour'd and encourag'd. On 
the Other, it was accounted a Matter of Conſcience _ 
to allow of nothing but rigid Calviniſm, and the 
toofeſt Principles in Matter of Government. Our 
Epiſcopacy, and the Liturgie, by Law Eſta- 
bliſh'd, were thought no better than the Remainders 
of Popery: Eccleſiaſtical Canons, and Conſtitutions, 
were declared to be Illegal, tho* Confirmed by the 
Royal Authority, without the Conſent of Par- 
liament. And if a Miniſter were but known to be a 
Friend to Any of Theſe, it was enough to render Him, 
(in the Language of thoſe Times,) a Scandalous Mini- 
ſter; and, which was yet more, to Juſtifie the treat. 
ing of Him as a Malignant. _— 

Ox the One ſide, Errors were Committed, and it 
ought not to be Deny'd, in ſome extraordinary Me- 
thods of Raiſmg Money; in the too extended Pro- 
ceedings of the Council! Board, and Star Chamber ; 
perhaps in a few more particulars. On the Other 
ſide, ſuch Liberties were taken, when They grew 
ſtrong enough for it, as never any People, or Par- 
liament, pretended to before. Witneſs the tumul- 
tuary Violence that was uſed to carry whatever the 

Faction aimed at in Parliament. The B:/hops, who 
had ever been a Part of that Great Council, and by 

our Conſtitution make up the t, and chiefeſt 
Ds EM Eſtate 


18 been ſo affected with the fears of Arbitrary Go- 
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Eſtate of the wal */ in it, were by an expreſs Act 
deprived of their Places, and Votes, there. The 

zlitia, without ſo much as an Act to juſtifie it, 
Vas taken out of the King's Hands: The Fleet ſeized} 


the Garri/ons ſhut Up, and Arm'd, againſt Him: 
* 


And all this was done by thoſe very Men, who had 


verument before; and could not endure the leaſt 
Shadow of it in the King, or his Miniſters. 

By theſe Methods was our Unhappy Nation in- 
tirely broken in pieces. All Reverence was loſt for 
the Prince on the one hand, and for the Parliament 
on the other. Mens Tempers were Sour'd; their 
Paſſions raiſed ; Their Heat and Fury (by ſome Mil- 
called Zeal,) ſuffered td run beyond all Bounds: And 
then the War broke out which overthrew all our Foun- 
dations; and finally expoſed us to the Sin, and Scan- 
dal, of Murdering our Own King. 

Tus was the Royal Martyr Sacrificed to the Vi- 
olent, Arbitrary, and Unchriſtian Fury, of Wicked 
and Blood- thirſty Men. Theſe were the Methods 

which brought on at Once both His, and our King- 
dom's Ruin. Fears and Jealouſies, Raiſed and Im- 
proved by. the Artifice of a few Cunning, and Dit- 
contented Perſons, firſt divided Us into ſeveral Op- 


: poſe Parties, and Intereſts, Theſe ſtrengthned 


hemſelves, and increaſed, till they became Great, 
and Powerful. The unhappy Contagion overſpread 
the whole Realm. The Court; the Parliament; the 
Church; the People; All were infected by it. And 
ſtill as the 1 grew wider, Men's Animoſities 
became more Furious and Irreconcileable. Till, at 
Jaſt, the whole Study and Endeavour on every Side 
| ſeemed to be which ſhould do moſt to Oppoſe, or 
ſubdue the Other; and the Effect was that in the End | 
they deſtroyed All. 80 
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Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, is brought to De- 
ſolat ion] Every Degree of Public Diviſions is One 
Step towards the Public Ruine. As the Former 
increaſe, the Latter naturally follows: And, unleſs 
a timely Stop be put to Them, no ſooner ſnall the 


Diviſions ot any People come to their full Heighth, 


but the Deſolation of that People will inevitably 
follow thereupon. | 

Bur is this All We are to Do in Purſuance of the 
Duty of this Solemnity? Will it be ſufficient to 
anſwer the Pious Deſign of it, that We meet toge- 
ther, and Recount the Story of this black Tragedy; 
and, like the Phariſees heretofore, condemn the 
Proceedings of our Fathers, and ſay, that F we had 


lived in their Days, We would not have done ſuch 


things, Mat. 23. 30. And ſo lay aſide all farther 
Thoughts of this Matter, till the next Return of 
this melancholy Seaſon ? 

No certainly: This will neither Secure our Pub- 
lick Peace, nor expiate the Guilt of that Blood which 
this Great Wickedneſs has brought upon Us. But 


we muſt ſo conſider this Parricide, as at once both to 
raiſe up in our Souls a hearty Repentance for it; 


and to Confirm our Reſolutions never more to en- 
gage in any Methods, that may be likely to expoſe - 

s fo any Such Sin, for the time to Come. This 

therefore is the Improvement, which I ſhall beg 
leave briefly to make of the foregoing Obſeryations 
and ſo I {hall have done. 

(1ſt.) Wx ſhould in ſuch wiſe Conſider this Great 
Wickednels, as tg rat/e up in our Souls a hear- 
ty Repentance for ft, 

THIS may be accounted yery Needleſs, perhaps 
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an Improper Improvement, with Reſpect to the Moſt 
of us here preſent ; Who had neither any Hand, nor 
Counſel, in the in, and therefore, One would think, 
ſhould not be called to Repentance for it. But let Us 
not deceive our Selyes: Our Countrey has been de- 
filed with this Royal Blood; and that muſt be cleanſed 
by a National Sorrow and Repentance. And We, 
as Members of ir, muſt join in the Humiliation, that 
ſo we may eſcape the Judgment of God, when He 
ſhall make Inquiſition for it. | | 
l IT was the Command of God to the Jews here- 
tofore, that if a Man were found ſlain in the Land, 
and it was not known Who had ſlain Him; the El- 
ders of the City which was neareſt to the Place 
where He was found, ſhould take a Heiffer, and 
| Kill Him, and Waſhtheir Hands over his Head, and 
Wl fay; Our Hands have not ſhed this Blood, neither 
| have our Eyes ſeen it : Be merciful, O LO RD! 
uunto thy People Iſrael whom Thou haſt Redeemed; 
| and lay not innocent Blood unto thy People of lTiracl's 
Charge, Deut. 2 1. 8. 
Ir thus much were required to Clear a City of the 
Caſual Murder of an Ordinary Perſon, which they 
knew nothing of, neither had any Hand in it; Let 
us not think that the ſolemn, premeditated Parricide, 
of a Sovereign Prince, tranſacted in a Form of Ju- 
ſtice, and by a Pretence of Publick Authority, can 

be attoned for by any thing leſs than the Publick 
Repentance, and Deprecation, ofthe whole Realm: 
Or that We, who, by God's Bleſſing, had no perſo- 
nal Concern in the Shedding of this Blood, ought not 

yet as Members of the ſame Realm, openly to declare 
our Deteſtation of it; and to implore God's Pardon 
for our Land, which I fear is ſtill Defiled by it. 

Tris therefore We All ſhould do, and Fam oe 
uade 
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ſuaded We have all of us heartily done it this Day. 
As for the Other thing propoſed for the better In- 
provement of this Solemnity, 

(2d/y) That the Conſideration of what was then 
done, ſhould make us the more careful not to 
engage in any Methods that may endanger our 

falling into the like Guilt ; 1 

- BoTH our Duty, and our Intereſt, require it of 
Us: And if We are indeed ſo truly affected, as we 
ought to be, with the Memory of this Great Crime, 
we ſhall not need to be much excited to it. We 
have ſeen from what ſmall Beginnings this great Evil, 
and Deſolation, came upon Us: O let this be a 
laſting Caution to Us not to give way to any ſuch 
Diſcontents, the Effects whereof have been once al- 
ready ſo fatally Deſtructive, as well as Diſhonoura- 
ble, to Us! 

IN Matters of Publick Adminiſtration Errors will 

ſometimes be committed: Offences will be given, 

or at leaſt will be taken; and Cauſes of Complaint 

ariſe to many Perſons. Thus it has always been; 

and ſuch is the imperfect State of things in this World, 

that thus, in ſome Meaſure, it will always be. Let 

this teach us to make a due Allowance for ſuch Miſ- 
carriages as can never be totally avoided : And en- 
gage Us, if at any time they ſhould happen, not to 
carry our Reſentments of them farther than is conſi- 
ſtent with the Publick Peace. | 

Bur eſpecially, ler not any tolerable Exceſſes in 

the Government, ſhould any ſuch be hercafrer com- 

mitted , as in the time of this Unfortunate Prince 
we are told there were; tranſport Us into an ill O- 
pinion of, or Indignation againſt, our Royal Sove- 
I reign; or provoke Us to any undutiful Returns for 
er- Them. Ir is a juſt, as well as wiſe, Maxim of our 
led hs | Law : 
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Law: That the Prince can do no Wrong. He Acts 
by the Counſel, and Miniſtry, of Others; and is 
ways to be preſumed to deſign Every thing for 
the beſt. Thoſe therefore who Give any Counſel, 
or Execute any Commands, which are not lawful, 
or expedient for the Publick Good, muſt anſwer for 
| what They Adviſe, and Do: But the Perſon of the 
Ji Prince is Sacred, and Inviolable ; nor can auy One 
touch the Lord Anointed,and be Guiltleſs, 1 Sam. 24.9. 
4 Nay but farther ; not only the Per /ons of Prin- 
{| . ces certainly are, but their Honour too ought to. be 
1 Sacred. The Safety of the Realm depends upon it; 
which will then be always the moſt effectually Secu- 
red, when the People have a high Eſteem of the 
Wl Juſtice-and Integrity of their Rulers: And do truly 
* believe. what they ſhould always ſuppoſe, that how- 
i ever They may Wehren chance to be Miſtaken, 
| 
| 
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or Mis-led, yet They mean well; and eyermore de- 
ſign to Act 1o, as may the moſt conduce to the Pub- 
lick Good. | | | 
N I Hors I ſhall not be ſo far Miſunderſtood in 
what Lam now Speaking, as if I intended thereby 
to inſinuate, that any Exceſſes had been Committed, 
by the preſent Government; or were hereafter like- 
to be Committed. On the contrary, I am per- 
| ſuaded, that as no Prince has ever been more Care- 
ful to employ His Royal 8 to the Good of 
His People, than His Majeſty has been; and to re- 
late His Power by the ſtricteſt Meaſures of our 
Eſtabliſh'd Laws, and Conſtitution; So there never 
will be any thing attempted, or done, by His Know- 
ledge, or with His Conſent, contrary thereunto. 
But ſhould the Caſe be Otherwiſe, as in the time of 
the Royal Martyr it has been pretended; Vet ſtill 
Rebellion is the worſt Method that any e 
| | a C. 
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take, to rectify the Errors, or Abuſes, of Govern- 
ment: And any tolerable Exceſſes ſhould rather be 
born, than to bring things to ſuch an Extremity as 
muſt probably End in the utter Deſtruction both f 
our Liberties, and our Religion. | 
| To all which, ler us add, finally, our utmoſt 
Care not to fall into any Diviſians among Our 

Setves; Which tho', like Elz;ah's Cloud, they ſhould 
appear no bigger than a Mos Hand at the. firſt, 
: may yet, before we are aware, Overſpread our whole 
; Hemiſphere with Horror and Darkneſs; and * 
L upon Us with ſuch a Storm as may deſtroy Us all. 


e The beginning of Strife, ſays the Wiſe Man, is as when 
y One letteth out Water, Prov. 17. 14. When once the 
7 Bank is thrown down that ſhould keep it within its 
P Channel, We cannot tell whither it will Go, or how 
e- far it may prevail. At firſt W it will ſpread Gent- 
h- ly about; but it will ſtill encreaſe both in its Breadth, 


and Violence; till at length it carries all before it, 
and ſwallows up the whole Countrey in a general 
Inundation. 
AND when Things are come to ſuch a pals, who 
can tell what Wickedneſs, or Miſeries, may enſue 
upon it ? e 
I VERLLyY believe there were Few, if Any, of 
thoſe who firſt began our Own Troubles, that 
thought of entring into a Civil War; much leſs of 
Subverting the Church; of Changing our ancient Mo- 
narchy into a Popular State; and of making way for 
Both by the Murther of the King. Should any ſuch 
i Villanous Deſign have been ſuggeſted to the flercalt 
«of amongſt them, I doubt not bur He would have re- 
ill jected it with the ſame Indignation that Hagael did 
the like Prediction of the Prophet, 2 Kings viii. 13. 
What, is thy Servant aDog that he ſhould Do ſuch 
D things? 
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things? Vet theſe Things as deteſtable as they 


truly were, and They Themſelves at the beginning 
would have accounted Them to be, Thoſe very Men 
in the end did Do: And ſhould we ever ſuffer our 


Diviſions to riſe again to the like exorbitant Heighth 


they heretofore did, God knows what New Wick- 
edneſs may be the Reſult of them. Sure I am, Our 
only Safery conſiſts in the Reſiſting of the firſt Be- 
ginnings of ſuch Diſorders ; which is much more 
Eaſy, as well as more Chriſtian, than to proceed 
with Temper, and Moderation in Them. 
THERE is great Reaſon to believe, howſoever 
they ſeemed to Act above-board, that our Old, In- 
veterate Enemies, the Papiſts, were at the Bottom 


of all the Wickedneſs that was heretofore commit- 


ted ; and, particularly, drove on the Murther of 
the King. We all know what Credit They had in 


the Court of that Prince. They appeared openly, 


and infolently, in the Exerciſe of their Religion; 


and had but too much Protection given them againſt - 


the Penalties of the Law in what They did. 
WEN the laſt Parliament met, which began 

our Confuſions, we are aſſured by One who was 

the beſt able to inform Us of the Tranſactions of 


thoſe Times, that the French Ambaſſador was very 


Active againſt the King in it. It was the Queen, 
who by the Advice of Her Przeſts, and at the In- 
ſtigation of the French Court, perſuaded his Maje- 
ſty to Conſent that the B:/hops h 

f the Parliament. From other undoubted Rela- 


tions, we are informed how far They were con- 


cern'd in the Tumults of Scotland; the firſt Foun- 
dation of our Own War. That the Prieſts then 


preach'd in a Puritan Dreſs : Railed at Epi ſcopa- 


Cy; Defended the Covenant; and had their Licen- 
I | | ATE 
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, the KING, haz wig. 27 
ces, and Indulgences, granted Them ſo to do. That 
when our Wars broke out, They divided Them- 
ſelves into the Two Armies, and kept a Conſtant 
Correſpondence with One Another: And the Year 
before the King was Beheaded, held a great Conſult 
about Cutting oft his Majeſty, and Changing the 
Government; and ſent Diſpatches to Rome for Di- 
rection in that Particular. Of all this, and much 
more that might be added, we have good Proof; 
and may I think from hence learn whom we are to 
thank for this barbarous Murther ; as we well know 
upon whoſe Principles Thoſe went Who were the 
Actors in it, 

I SHALL not offer any Arguments to Convince 
you that the fame Politicians are now again at Work; 
and would be very Glad, if they were able, to 3 
us again to the like Ruin and Confuſion. The Proofs 
of it are too Open, as well as too plain, to be doubt- 
ed of by any. Could they but manage the Diſcon- 
tents They have artificially Raiſed. among Us, with 
ſuch Succeſs, as to Remove our King, and his Roy- 
al Family (whom God preſerve againſt all their De- 
vices!) They have One ready at hand to Supply 
his Place: And it would be a double Triumph, and 
Satisfaction, to Them, to Reproach and Ruine Us 
at the fame rime. | 

O LET this engage Us to be the more careful 


both to Eſtabliſh our Selves, and ro Diſappoint 


Them! Let it Unite us in a hearty and vigorous 
Proſecution” of all ſuch Meaſures as make for our 
Peace, and for the better Security of our Reform- 
ed Religion, and Government. Whereſoever we ſee 
any Perſons (be their Characters, or Pretences, what 
they will,) offer at any thing which may be apt either 
to Divide Us among our ſetues, or to favour the 


Deſigns 
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28 A Sermon Preachd before; e. 
Deſigns of our Common Enemies, let us MarkT hoſe 
Men and Avoid Them, Rom.16. 17. Let us account of 
them as no other than Popiſh Emiſſaries; and Ad- 
verſaries both to the Religion, and Welfare, of their 
Countrey. | = 
1 Tris will, by God's Bleſſing, ſoon Reſtore Peace 
Jt and Proſperity to our Kingdom: Will fettle the 
| Throne; ſecure our Rights, and Liberties ; and en- 


| able us to defie all the Power, and Malice, of our 
Enemies. It will ſhew Us to have a juſt Senſe of 
| our paſt Miſcarriages ; and keep Us from falling any 
more into the like Evils. Inſtead of that Deſola- 
ion whichattends a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, 
itt will make Us like David's Jeruſalem, a People 
. Compact together. And the Conſequence of That 
I cannot better deliver, than in the Words of that 
Holy Prophet, Pal. cxxii. 6. They ſhall Proſper 
that love Os. Peace ſhall be within our Walls, and 
Proſperity within our Palaces. The Vows, and 
Prayers, of all that wiſh well to the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, whether here, or abroad, ſhall follow Us; 
For their Brethrens and Companions ſake they 
ſhall ſay, Peace be within Thee. And their Coun- 
ſel and Aſſiſtance, ſhall always be Ready to Help 
and Defend us: Yea, Becauſe of the Houſe of the 
Lokp our Cod, they will ſeek to do us Good. 


May the God of Peace, who. brought again 
Fm the Dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
Great Shepherd of the Sheep, make Os per- 
fect in Peace, and in every Good Work: 
Stabliſh, Strengrhen , Settle Us: To Him be 
Slo and Dominion for Ever and Ever. 
Amen. by at 


